Dear Harold, 



April 1U) 199U 



We had a great time In Milwaukee and 
Chicago over spring break. My whole family with the exception 
of m/older brother and his family were on hand for my 
mother's 70 th birthday. My mother enjoyed the attention and 

company , but she also ^It^nely ^/^reYnd* are pleasant 
Ssf^sW ^Chicago was 

the V obserrot ipn^deck 

mOs’Sen I last spent any 

time in Chlcago * Enclosed is my proposal for the Interm project 
I olan to teach next Jan. '95. I do not anticipate it not being 
approved, although sometimes the committee asks for 
revisions. As you will note in the paragraph description of 
the project, /refer to Case Op_en as"recently released . 

The reason for this is that if it is approved, it ^11 not 
„ j-y.* interim brochure until next fall. 1 inay a 

21 . 

be°an ^LSe^SaS! "SS^ite to Jerry Knight 

- 1 

_ + i -n olan to visit sometime near the end Oa. .June. 

still yQU and Lillian ar e well and enjoying some warm 

spring weather. 



Best Wishes, 



u 



m 

I 



FORM FOR FACULTY MEMBERS’ PROPOSALS FOR INTERIM PROJECTS 



Respond to each Item. Submit proposal, typewritten or in pnnB?ut on this form. 



p^QpOSALBtf Q« Ginocchi i _ Check here : .„ T „ if summer project. 



A. Project title. 



Anatomy of a Fraud: Case Closed as Dissected in Case Open 



B. Describe the project in a well-composed statement for the Interim booklet. Few book3 the 

30-year controversy surrounding the assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
have received the kind of media attention and effusive praise from respected 
journalists and historians as Gerald Posner's Case Closed , This hook purports 
to close the case on this tragic episode in our history. Unfortunately, Hr, Posner 
accomplishes this feat only by further distorting a record already sullied by 
the Warren Commission's original work* not to mention the groundless speculation 
of countless conspiracy theorists. Case Closed is* in fact* a monumental fraud, 
as amply demonstrated by Harold Weisberg in his recently released Case Open . 

Students in this project will participate in a meticulous dissection of Mr. Posner's 

( over } 

C. Indicate Ihe ways in which non-tmditional, innovative, or experimental methods or content will be 
involved in ihe project. Students will have an opportunity to hone their critical 

research skills on a controversial historical topic. They will use primary 
source materials, check footnotes, and draw appropriate conclusions. 

Independent group work and an oral presentation will also be involved. They 
will also have access to original research which extends the critical analysis 
of Case Open , 



D. Enrollment* prerequisites, expenses 

1 . Proposed maximum enrollment: 20 . If not at least 20, please attach explanatory statement. 

2 . Academic prerequi sites and/or other restrictions to enro II me nt T if any : 

Willingness to -purchase , read , and study two books and related 
xerox material* 

3 . Check here and attach explanatory statement if enrolling students by computer seems not . 

feasible for the project. 

4. Expected maximum project expense per student, and the Items it covers: 

$it5>-5>0 for books 

E. Will any off-campus activity be required for the project? Yes : No v If yes* what will be its 
nature and duration? 



F. Provide a week-bywireek syllabus 10 show fully your plans for accomplishing the educational 
objectives of the project Include indication of frequency and duration of regular meetings. 

WEEK ONEs Introduction j present background on the Kennedy assassination and 
the 30-year controversy it sparked. 

Begin reading and discussing Case Closed 
Break up into independent study groups. 

*** Will meet every day (Kon,-Fri*) for approximately 2hrs, 

WEEK TWO: Groups work independently, I will meet at least once with individual 
groups to check progress. 

Everyone to meet on Friday (approx, ^irs). See video '‘Reasonable Doubt 11 
on the "single -bullet theory". 

Introduce Case Open by Harold Weisberg (over) 

a Show the requirements students h the project will be expected to meet. (Include specific readings. 

Indicate the number and types of tests* papers, reports, or journals required; show the requirements 
for dscussion, participation, and any other activities or products.) ^ ^ ^ 

Strict attendance wall be 

required (more than one cut or unexcused absence} will be grounds for failing). 
Everyone will be expected to participate to some extent in cl^ss discussion 
and in the preparation of their group's report, I expect every, ne to do 
all the reading (namely, Case Closed by Gerald Posner & Case Opt ; by Harold 
Weisberg, and supplementary xerox material), even though each group will be 
concentrating on particular aspects of this case, A final quiz will be given 
to test everyone's general knowledge of the two major books. Failing that 
final quiz will be grounds for failing the project* The quality of each 
student's class participation, group report, and final quiz will be the main 
considerations in distinguishing between those who receive "pass 11 and those 
who receive "honors 11 . 



Project description continued: 

book: consider how this book, and Posner himself, garnered such unwarranted 
attention and praise; and see what implications this episode has not only for 
a resolution of this controversy but also for the integrity of major 
institutions in our society. 



F. Week-by-week syllabus (cont.) 

WEEK THREE: Groups continue to work independently. I will meet with each 

; group? at least once to check progress. 

Everyone to meet on Friday (-flu's). General discussion. 

Set up presentation Schedule for next week, 

WEEK FOUR : Group reports: Mon. & Tues. (l^g-Shr sessions) 

— Wrap-up Wed. (l^ghrs) 

Final Quia (llg-2hrs) Thurs. 

, Final Written group reports due. Fri. 



